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INTRODUCTION 

What does it mean to be created in the image of God? This timeless question has 

intrigued people for centuries. The Bible tells us that every person is made in the "image 

and likeness of God," but how do we live out that truth in our daily lives? 

Unlike academic discussions that delve into linguistic and theological nuances, 

this article explores the imago Dei—Latin for “image of God”—in practical and relatable 

terms. What does this truth mean for our identity, our relationships, and the way we 

interact with the world around us? 

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE? 

The phrase "image of God" comes from the opening chapters of Genesis. In 

Genesis 1:26–27, God says, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness." Unlike 

the ancient cultures that limited divine status to kings, the Bible declares that every 

person—regardless of gender, status, or ability—shares in this divine connection. 

Being made in God’s image doesn’t mean we physically resemble Him. Instead, it 

speaks to our ability to reflect His character and represent Him in the world. This 

includes: 
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• Relationships: God created us to live in loving relationships with Him and with 

each other, reflecting His relational nature. 

• Moral Responsibility: As bearers of God’s image, we are called to live with 

justice, compassion, and integrity. 

• Creativity and Stewardship: Just as God is a creator, we are called to care for 

the earth and use our gifts to bring beauty and order to the world. 

 

HOW SIN DISTORTS THE IMAGE 

Though we are made in God’s image, something has gone wrong. The Bible tells 

us that sin entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve. This rebellion 

against God didn’t erase the imago Dei, but it did distort it. Relationships were broken, 

and humanity’s ability to fully reflect God’s character was compromised. 

Even in a broken world, the Bible reminds us that every person retains their God-

given dignity. Genesis 9:6 reaffirms this truth, emphasizing the sacredness of human life. 

But how can this image be restored? 

 

CHRIST: THE PERFECT IMAGE OF GOD 

The good news is that God didn’t leave us in our brokenness. Jesus Christ, 

described in Colossians 1:15 as "the image of the invisible God," came to restore what 

was lost. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus perfectly reflects God’s 

character and provides a path for us to be transformed into His likeness. 

When we put our faith in Christ, the process of restoration begins. As 2 

Corinthians 3:18 says, "We are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing 
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glory." This transformation isn’t just about personal change—it’s about reflecting God’s 

love and justice in every area of life. 

 

LIVING AS GOD’S IMAGE TODAY 

What does it look like to live as an image-bearer of God in today’s world? Here 

are three practical ways to embrace this calling: 

1. Embrace Your Worth: Every person has inherent value because they are made in God’s 

image. This truth should shape how we see ourselves and how we treat others. 

2. Seek Justice and Compassion: Reflecting God’s image means standing up for the 

vulnerable, fighting against injustice, and showing kindness to all. 

3. Care for Creation: As stewards of the earth, we have a responsibility to protect and 

nurture the environment, honoring God’s creation. 

 

A HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 

The Bible promises that one day, the imago Dei will be fully restored. In the new 

creation, we will perfectly reflect God’s glory, living in harmony with Him, with each 

other, and with the world. Revelation 22:5 gives us a glimpse of this future: "They will 

reign forever and ever." 

Until that day, we are called to live as ambassadors of God’s kingdom, sharing 

His love and truth with the world. 
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CONCLUSION 

Being made in the image of God is not just a theological idea—it’s a 

transformative reality. It tells us who we are, why we matter, and how we are meant to 

live. As we embrace our identity as God’s image-bearers, we reflect His love, creativity, 

and holiness in a world that desperately needs hope. So, what will you do with this truth? 

How will you live as God’s image today? 
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APPENDIX A: IMAGO DEI: HUMANITY’S DIVINE IMAGE IN CREATION 

 

This image captures the majesty and depth of the Imago Dei, emphasizing humanity’s unique 

role as bearers of God’s image. At the center, a luminous human figure radiates divine light, 

symbolizing humanity’s inherent dignity and purpose. Surrounding the figure, a vibrant garden 

teems with animals and plants, representing humanity’s stewardship over creation. 

Above, a radiant depiction of the Trinity, portrayed with interlocking circles and cascading light, 

highlights the divine source of the imago Dei. The expansive universe in the background, with 

stars and planets, evokes the cosmic dimensions of this sacred role. This composition intertwines 

beauty, reverence, and theological insight, illustrating humanity’s place in God’s creation both 

on earth and across the cosmos. 

 

  



 

 

6 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Primary Source 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Wheaton: Crossway Bibles, 2001. 

Secondary Source 

Aristotle. On the Soul. Translated by W. S. Hett. Loeb Classical Library 288. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1936. 

Athanasius. On the Incarnation. Translated by John Behr. Yonkers, NY: St. Vladimir’s 

Seminary Press, 2011. 

Augustine. On the Trinity. Translated by Edmund Hill. New York: New City Press, 1991. 

Beale, G. K. A New Testament Biblical Theology: The Unfolding of the Old Testament in the 

New. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2011. 

———. The Temple and the Church’s Mission: A Biblical Theology of the Dwelling Place of 

God. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2004. 

Brueggemann, Walter. Genesis. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1982. 

Charlesworth, James H., ed. The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha. Vol. 1. New York: Doubleday, 

1983. 

Collins, C. John. Genesis 1–4: A Linguistic, Literary, and Theological Commentary. 

Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 2006. 

Crisp, Oliver. Saving Calvinism: Expanding the Reformed Tradition. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 

Academic, 2016. 

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 1998. 

Goldingay, John. Old Testament Theology, Volume 1: Israel’s Gospel. Downers Grove, IL: IVP 

Academic, 2003. 

Grenz, Stanley J. The Social God and the Relational Self: A Trinitarian Theology of the Imago 

Dei. Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2001. 

Heiser, Michael S. The Unseen Realm: Recovering the Supernatural Worldview of the Bible. 

Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2015. 

Herzfeld, Noreen. In Our Image: Artificial Intelligence and the Human Spirit. Minneapolis, MN: 

Fortress Press, 2002. 

Hess, Richard S. The Old Testament: A Historical, Theological, and Critical Introduction. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2016. 



 

 

7 
 

Irenaeus. Against Heresies 5.6.1 and 5.16.2. In Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson, eds., 

The Ante-Nicene Fathers. Vol. 1. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1994. 

Middleton, Richard. A New Heaven and a New Earth: Reclaiming Biblical Eschatology. Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2014. 

———. The Liberating Image: The Imago Dei in Genesis 1. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 

2005. 

Minov, Sergey. “Satan’s Refusal to Worship Adam: A Jewish Motif and Its Reception in Syriac 

Christian Tradition.” In Tradition, Transmission, and Transformation from Second 

Temple Literature through Judaism and Christianity in Late Antiquity, edited by M. 

Kister et al., 230–271. Leiden: Brill, 2015. 

Moritz, Joshua. Science and Religion: Beyond Warfare and Toward Understanding. Winona, 

MN: Anselm Academic, 2016. 

The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Crossway, 2001. 

Walton, John H. Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament: Introducing the 

Conceptual World of the Hebrew Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2006. 

———. The Lost World of Genesis One: Ancient Cosmology and the Origins Debate. Downers 

Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2009. 

Wenham, Gordon J. Genesis 1–15. Word Biblical Commentary, vol. 1. Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1987. 

Westermann, Claus. Genesis 1–11: A Continental Commentary. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress 

Press, 1994. 

Williams, D. Gene Jr. Biblical Marriage: Scriptural and Historical Perspectives in Christian 

Thought. Accessed November 25, 2024. 

https://triinitysem.academia.edu/GeneWilliamsJr; https://defendtheword.com/insights-

and-studies.html. 

Wright, N. T. Paul and the Faithfulness of God. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2013. 

 

 

 

https://triinitysem.academia.edu/GeneWilliamsJr

