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INTRODUCTION: A MISSING LENS
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Have you ever read the Bible and wondered why it talks about “gods,” “sons of
God,” or spiritual battles in the heavens? Maybe those verses felt strange—or even
uncomfortable. Many modern Christians quietly skip over them, assuming they must be
symbolic or outdated. But what if those passages actually hold the key to understanding
the Bible's full message?

The Bible wasn’t written in a vacuum—it came from a world filled with belief in
the unseen. The people who wrote it understood that life wasn’t just physical. They
believed in a spiritual realm filled with beings who, like us, could choose to follow God

or rebel against Him. Theologians today call this perspective the Divine Council

Worldview—and recovering it might change the way you see Scripture forever.

WHAT IS THE DIVINE COUNCIL?

The Bible teaches that Yahweh (the LORD) is the one true God—eternal,
uncreated, and all-powerful. But it also tells us He shares the spiritual world with other

created beings who are sometimes called elohim. This word just means “spiritual beings’

(not necessarily capital-G “God”’)—Ilike angels, demons, or the spirits of the dead.



In several passages, these beings appear together in what looks like a heavenly
courtroom or divine assembly (see Job 1-2, 1 Kings 22, Psalm 82). God doesn’t need
advice—but He chooses to involve others in His plans. This picture isn’t mythological—
it’s relational. God governs the cosmos through a council of loyal beings and even allows

them to make decisions.

WHERE DID THIS IDEA COME FROM?

This isn’t something Christians made up later. The idea of a divine council was
common in the ancient world, especially in Israel’s neighboring cultures like Ugarit
(modern Syria). But while they believed in many gods fighting for power, the Bible
stands apart by affirming one supreme God—Yahweh—who rules over all.

Other cultures imagined gods who were selfish or unpredictable. The Bible gives
us a picture of a God who is just, holy, and in control. Yet it still acknowledges the
existence of these spiritual beings—some of whom rebelled and now oppose God’s

purposes.

WHY DOES THIS MATTER TODAY?

Most modern people live in a disenchanted world. We don’t think about angels,
demons, or spiritual warfare much—if at all. But the Bible assumes this reality on every
page. Ignoring the supernatural side of Scripture disconnects us from the mindset of the

biblical writers.



The Divine Council Worldview helps us:

. Understand hard passages (like Genesis 6 or Psalm 82)

. Make sense of spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:12)

. See Jesus not just as Savior, but as a victorious King who defeats cosmic powers

. Realize that we, as the Church, are participants in a cosmic story—not just
bystanders

HOW SHOULD WE READ THE BIBLE?

To grasp this worldview, we need what I call “dual lenses.”

o The First Lens looks at the Bible through the eyes of its original audience. That means
understanding the ancient world, the culture, the language, and what words like elohim
really meant.

e The Second Lens is the view from the New Testament—where Jesus is revealed as the
fulfillment of God's plan. The apostles often reinterpret older passages under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. They aren’t “twisting Scripture”—they’re showing us what

was always there, waiting to be revealed.

JESUS AND THE DIVINE COUNCIL

When Jesus came, He didn’t just come to save individual sinners—He came to
reclaim the nations from the rebellious powers who ruled over them (see Deuteronomy
32:8-9). At the cross, He disarmed spiritual authorities. At Pentecost, He launched the

mission to bring all peoples back under God’s rule.



In this view, the Gospel is cosmic. It’s not just about “going to heaven.” It’s about

reclaiming heaven and earth for God’s kingdom.

CONCLUSION: RECLAIMING A SUPERNATURAL FAITH

The Divine Council Worldview may sound strange at first—but it’s actually the
native language of the Bible. It doesn’t contradict Christian belief—it explains it more
deeply. It helps us read Scripture with clarity, defend our faith more confidently, and live
with a greater awareness of the spiritual world.

We were never meant to read the Bible like a textbook. It’s a cosmic drama—and
we are part of the story. Recovering this supernatural worldview isn’t about adding

something new. It’s about reclaiming what was always there.



APPENDIX A: VISUALIZING THE DIVINE COUNCIL WORLDVIEW

This symbolic illustration portrays the Divine Council Worldview (DCW) as presented in
Scripture and Second Temple literature. At the center, Yahweh—radiant, enthroned, and
transcendent—sits above all other spiritual beings, affirming His aseity and sovereignty.
Surrounding Him is a divine assembly of elohim seated in deliberation, reminiscent of scenes in
Psalm 82, Job 1, and 1 Kings 22. Below the heavenly court, the earth is depicted with nations
under the dominion of lesser spiritual authorities, with one beam of divine light marking Israel as
Yahweh’s inheritance (Deut 32:8-9, LXX). The scrolls and apostolic figures around the
circumference represent the interpretive lenses of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testament,
reflecting the dual-lens hermeneutic emphasized throughout this study. This image encapsulates
the theological and cosmological structure affirmed in the DCW and illustrates its implications
for understanding God’s governance, justice, and redemptive plan.
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